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Children begin piano lessons much earlier today and with Northern Lights Canadian National Conservatory of Music ‘Music for 

Everyone Programs’ and Composers and Kids there is a greater need for Pre-Reader Canadian Repertoire. CNCM is pleased 

to present the Northern Lights Pre-Reader collection, which provides pre-reading students with pieces that can supplement any 

method series. 

A number of pedagogy tools were considered in the selection process of this book. The pieces begin without notation and move 

progressively to simple non-staff notation.

Group 1 includes: playing on the black key twins without notated rhythm; harmonic and melodic seconds; right and left hand 

designation written above with the lyrics written below; direction and keyboard orientation development.

         Biking ……………………………………....... Janet Gieck…………………………...

       Tree Toads……………………………….......Debra Wanless………………………..

         Puppies…………………………………….....Dianna Neufeld…………………….....

       Cat up a Tree……………………………....... Joanne Bender…………………….....

       Trampoline……………………………….......Nancy Telfer…………………………..

       The Siren…………………………………...... Tyler Seidenberg……………………..

Group 2 includes: playing on the black key triplets without notated rhythm; clusters; scalar passages; steps and skips; right 

and left hand designation written above with the lyrics written below; direction and keyboard orientation as well as fixed position.

     Canadian Goalie……………………………..Jo-Anne Neufeld……………………..

       Who’s There?..............................................Debra Wanless……………………….

     Sparkle Fairies……………………………….Dianna Neufeld……………………….

 Dancing in the Garden……………………...Nancy Telfer…………………………..

     Prickly Porcupines………………………….Tyler Seidenberg………………….....

      Farewell Sounds……………………………. Joyce Pinckney……………………....
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Group 3 includes: black key pentatonic scales shared between hands without notated rhythm; right and left hand designation; 
works written in fixed position have the lyrics placed between the lines.

      My Dog Spark!............................................Dianna Neufeld………………………..
       Autumn Wind………………………………...Janet Gieck……………………………
     Falling Snowflakes………………………….Carolyn Garritano & Keri Pampu….
      Making Splashes…………………………….Tyler Seidenberg……………………..

       Sun and Rain………………………………...Nancy Telfer…………………………...
     A Cowboy’s Life……………………………..Debra Wanless………………………..

 Raindrops Falling…………………………...Andrew Harbridge……………………

Group 4 includes: black key pentatonic scales extended to each hand and written with notated rhythm; right and left hand 
designation is specified through stem direction.

       Wind Chimes………………………………... Margaret Livermore………………….
      Skiing is Fun………………………………....Diane Chouinard……………………...
     Chinese Lanterns…………………………...Debra Wanless………………………..
    Stepping and Climbing…………………….Tyler Seidenberg……………………..

Group 5 includes: combining black and white keys with notated rhythm; right and left hand designation is specified through 
stem direction.

      Where are They?........................................Frances Balodis……………………....
     I’d Like to Fly………………………………...Teresa Richert………………………...
     The Brave Knight…………………………...Dianna Neufeld………………………..

 Peter, Peter Pumpkin Eater…………….....Rebekah Maxner……………………...
      Back and Forth……………………………...Tyler Seidenberg……………………..
     Boogie Woogie Zoo………………………...Debra Wanless………………………..
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Northern Lights 
Primer 1

Table of Contents

This collection begins with Middle C and C position reading, expanding to neighbouring positions and extensions including 
Signpost C reading and playing. To accommodate placing letter names within the notes, the pieces on pages 10 - 17 have 
notes which have been slightly enlarged. Students are encouraged to experiment with tempi to capture the various moods and 
styles within this collection. Children begin piano lessons much earlier today and participate in Northern Lights Canadian 
National Conservatory of Music Music for Everyone Programs and Composers and Kids. There is now a need for Northern 
Lights Primers of Canadian repertoire to bridge the gap between the Pre-Reader and Preparatory books.

Around the Town with Jack and Jill...........................Andrew Harbridge…………………..

Beat the Drums!............................................................Teresa Richert..................................
Brontosaurus Boogie...................................................Debra Wanless.................................

Campfire Stories...........................................................Teresa Richert…………………….....

Capt’n Cook..................................................................Debra Wanless……………………….

Clap and Stomp!...........................................................Tyler Seidenberg…………………....

Come with me!  ……………………………………......... Joanne Bender……………………..

Dreaming.......................................................................Debra Wanless.................................

Happy Birthday, Canada!.............................................Margaret Livermore.........................

Hippos Dancing............................................................Diane Berry………………….............

Hockey Player...............................................................Janet Gieck………………………......

Inuksuk..........................................................................Margaret Livermore…………………

Kitty’s Catch  ................................................................Teresa Richert……………………...

Little Frog......................................................................Andrew Harbridge…………………..

Marching Ants ………………………………..................Teresa Richert……………………....

Marching Soldiers........................................................Andrew Harbridge...........................

23
41
39
31
29
24
4

42
37
26
32
27
11
35
5

40



Missing My Friends......................................................Frances Balodis……………………..

Mouse House ………………………………....................Debra Wanless…………………..…

My Cat Snores...............................................................Diane Berry……………………..........

My Pet Dinosaur...........................................................Sheila Tyrrell………………………....

Night Sky ……………………………..............................Debra Wanless…………………..…

On the Left Wing...........................................................Jo-Anne Neufeld............................

Penguins....................................................................... Jo-Anne Neufeld.............................. 
Pilgrims.........................................................................Debra Wanless……………………….

Rock and Roll ………………………………...................Carolyn Garritano & Keri Pampu..

‘S’ Zoo ……………………………………........................Debra Wanless……………………..

Sailing with Vikings......................................................Dianna Neufeld……………………...

Shhh! Listen! …………………………………................ Sharon DeVree…………………......

Snow falling softly........................................................Joanne Bender................................
Snowflakes……………………………............................ Teresa Richert……………………...

Soft and Loud ……………………………...................... Tyler Seidenberg…………………...

Spring Break.................................................................Nancy Telfer....................................
Sun Catchers................................................................Debra Wanless...............................

Tall as a Tree.................................................................Teresa Richert ………………………

To the Beach!................................................................Jo-Anne Neufeld……………………

The Music Box..............................................................Teresa Richert……………………….

The Storm ……………………........................................Nancy Telfer………………………...

Woodpecker..................................................................Teresa Richert................................
Would you like to fly? ………………………….............Joanne Bender……………………..
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A Clock Chimes the Hour  .........................Judy Specht ........................….….......................
A Wizard Named Sean  ..............................Carolyn Garritano & Keri Pampu........................
Balloon Ride  .....................................….….Andrew Harbridge .............................................
Black Key Improv  ...........….........….…......Tyler Seidenberg................................................
Black Panther  .....….……............................Julianne Dick ........................….….....................
Blue Monday  ..............................................Sheila Tyrrell ...........................…..….................
Composers...............….………………….....Frances Balodis ...................….….………..........
Circus Elephants  .........................….….....Teresa Richert...................….............................
Creaky Staircase  .......................................Debra Wanless ..................................................
Delivering Newspapers  ............................Nancy Telfer.......................................................
Dirt Don’t Hurt  .................….……………....Andrea Neustaeter  ..............................….........
Dream World  ..........................…................Tyler Seidenberg ...............................................
Fireworks ....................................….………Maryanne Rumancik ..........................................
Floating on Air  ....….…..............................Joanne Bender..............................…....…..........
Gentle Wind  ...............................................Christine Donkin..........….…...............................
Gotta Run! ...........................................…....Susan Griesdale ...........................….................
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I Love Olives!  ..........................….…………Jo-Anne Neufeld.........................................….…
It’s Almost 3 O’Clock  ................................Tyler Seidenberg ...............................................
Jazzy Cat  ...............................….………….Teresa Richert.....................................................
Jelly Fish  .............................….…..........….Debra Wanless .....................….…...….…..........
Lazybones ..................................….…….....Sharon DeVree .......................….……..........….
My Chipmunk Friend  ................................Sheila Tyrrell.......................................................
My Favourite Ice Cream   ...........….……....Carolyn Garritano & Keri Pampu.......................
My Secret Valentine  ..................................Debra Wanless  .................................................
Olé .........................….…..............................Joanne Bender ..................................................
Old Rickety House  ............................….…Jo-Anne Neufeld ................................................
Pliés or Dump-trucks  ........…...........….….Karen Rowell   ............….…................................
Rhythm and Blues  .....................................Teresa Richert.........................….......................
School Bus Driver  .....................................Clifford Crawley .................................................
Skating in Circles  ......................................Tyler Seidenberg............….…............................
Soccer Rocks!  .............…………............…Dianna Neufeld........................….….……...........
Song of the Panda  ..….……..............….....Andrew Harbridge.............................…..............
The Buffalo Twins ...................….…………Debra Wanless......................................…..........
The Metro Gnome  .................................….Debra Wanless...................................................
The Old School Clock .........................…...Margaret Livermore ....................….……............
Treasure Hunt  ............................….………Teresa Richert....................................................
Wandering Panda  .....….…........................Teresa Richert ...................................................
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Northern Lights – Preparatory Repertoire

A Different Beat ..........................................Ernst Schneider ....................................

A Gentle Song ............................................ Ernst Schneider ....................................

Baby Plays the Piano .................................Linda Carpentier ..................................

Buffalo Boogie ............................................Debra Wanless .................................... 

Butterfly-Fly ................................................Rémi Bouchard ....................................

Chili Pepper Dance .....................................Nancy Telfer .........................................

Chimes in the Mist ..................................... Beverly Porter ......................................

Doggie Dance .............................................Anne Crosby.........................................

Easy Goin’ ...................................................Tyler Seidenberg ..................................

Enthusiastic Stroll ..................................... David Duke ...........................................

Fairies ..........................................................Joanne Bender .....................................

Folksong .....................................................Ernst Schneider ...................................

I’se the B’y ..................................................arr. Nancy Telfer...................................

Kicking Horse Pass ...................................Clifford Crawley ....................................

Kitty on the Keys ........................................Julianne Dick ........................................ 

Marmalade ..................................................Deborah Nasmyth ................................

My Red Canoe ............................................Clifford Crawley ....................................

Neverland Nocturne ...................................Clifford Crawley ....................................

Old German Folksong ...............................arr. Ernst Schneider .............................

Out of Town ................................................Clifford Crawley ....................................

Pizza Toppings ...........................................Debra Wanless .....................................

Prairie Gopher ............................................Rémi Bouchard ....................................

Sleepy Head ................................................Anne Crosby ........................................

Spring Day ..................................................Janet Gieck ..........................................

Suite Fly ......................................................Frances Balodis ...................................

Super-spinner .............................................Joyce Pinckney ....................................

Sympathetic Sheepdog .............................Debra Wanless .....................................

Teaching My Parrot to Say I Love You ....Rémi Bouchard ....................................

The Blue Iguana ......................................... Debra Wanless ....................................

The Chinese Dragon ..................................Debra Wanless .....................................

The Hippo ....................................................Nancy Telfer ........................................

The King Tiger ............................................Nancy Telfer .........................................

Wishing Well ...............................................Clifford Crawley ....................................
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Northern Lights – Preparatory Musical Discoveries

Bonjour Gloria ...........................................  R mi ouchard ...................................

Evening Song ............................................. rnst Schneider ...................................

Follow the Leader .......................................Nancy Telfer ........................................

From C to C.............................................. Clifford Crawley ...................................

Knock, Knock, Who’s There? ................... avid uke .........................................

Major-Minor on the Keyboard ..................  Maya adian .......................................

Morning Fog ............................................... Clifford Crawley ...................................

My Lucky Boy ............................................. ebra anless ...................................

Party Parade ............................................... rnst Schneider ...................................

Pedal Impressions ..................................... Michael obinson ................................

Prickly Porcupine ....................................... ebra anless ....................................

Quite Contrary ...........................................  Clifford Crawley ...................................

Resting Song ............................................. Michael obinson ................................

Rubber Boa ................................... . . . . . . . . .  eborah Nasmyth ................................

Skunk Meets Dog ....................................... Nancy Telfer ........................................

Sleeping Mermaid........................................ ebra anless ....................................

Stepping Lightly ......................................... Clifford Crawley ...................................

The Crystal Cave ....................................... ebra anless ....................................

The Giraffe................................................... Nancy Telfer ........................................

The Monkey ...............................................  Nancy Telfer ........................................

Tale of the Gentle Monster ................ R mi ouchard ....................................

Two Fleas Climb Over a Dog .................... Nancy Telfer ........................................

Will Someone Please Play? .....................  Maryanne Rumancik ............................
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Northern Lights – Level 1 Repertoire

A Prayer............................................................Rémi Bouchard ..............................................

A Rant ..............................................................Clifford Crawley .............................................

A Sad Song ....................................................Nicholas Fairbank............................................

Adagio ..............................................................Ryszard Wrzaskala......................................... 

Around Again ..................................................Katya Pine ......................................................

Black Rhino .....................................................Nancy Telfer  .................................................

Butterfly ...........................................................Maryanne Rumancik ......................................

Catch Me If You Can .......................................Wolfgang Bottenberg......................................

Dance of the Drum ..........................................Tyler Seidenberg ...........................................
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Easy Swing ......................................................Ernst Schneider .............................................

Game  in Mixolydian ......................................Maya Badian...................................................
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goodbye............................................................David Duke .................................................... 

I Can Do It Better .............................................Nancy Telfer ..................................................
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Jumping in Puddles ...................................... Nancy Telfer ..................................................

Left Alone Boogie ...........................................Debra Wanless ..............................................
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Northern Lights – Level 3 Repertoire
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Northern Lights – Level 3 Musical Discoveries
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